
CLAIMS: 



— . 1. A network apparatus comprising: 
\ / 

^ ( a management station adapted to couple with a njefwork including 



\ 



/ 



a plurality of managed devices, the management station being configured 
to output a plurality of initial command^^-^r application to respective 
managed devices, the initial commatnds being configured to stimulate 
initial responses from the m^aged devices, the management station 
being further configure^^ to receive the initial responses, to identify 
responding ones of the managed devices responsive to the received 
initial respond, and to provide an asset table containing the identified 
managed/devices. 

2. The apparatus according to claim 1 wherein the management 
station is configured to execute a Simple Network Management Protocol 
management program. 

3. The apparatus according to claim 1 wherein the management 
station is configured to communicate with the managed devices using 
Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol communications. 
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4. The apparatus according to claim 1 whergjfnhe management 
station is configured to select a pluraljly^f subsequent commands 
responsive to the received inipaff responses and the subsequent 
commands are configured^xfo stimulate subsequent responses from 
respective managejd ^Ijgidees, to output the subsequent commands for 
application to refspective managed devices, to receive the subsequent 
responses, teT identify responding ones of the managed devices responsive 
to the yi^ceived subsequent responses, and to provide the subsequently 
identified managed devices within the asset table. 

5. The apparat«<^ccording to claim 4 wherein the received 
initial response^^^mprise failed responses. 

oNv The apparatus according to claim 1 wherein the management 
station is coi^gured to compare individual received initial responses with 
a device table tos^identify the device types of responding ones of the 
managed devices. 

7. The apparatus according to claim 6 wherein the management 
station is configured to apply management commands to respective 
identified managed devices, the applied management commands 
individually correspond to respective device types of the identified 
managed devices. 
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8. A network comprising: 

a plurality of managed devices configured to communicate /signals; 
and / 

a management station configured to output a plurality of initial 
commands to respective managed devices, the initial commands being 
configured to stimulate initial responses from th^managed devices, the 
management station being further configur^ to receive the initial 
responses, to identify responding ones of tne managed devices responsive 
to the received initial responses, yand to provide an asset table 
containing the identified managed/ devices. 

9. The network according to claim 8 wherein the management 
station and the managed devices are individually configured to execute 
a Simple Network yManagement Protocol management program. 

10. Iiie network according to claim 8 wherein the management 
station \y configured to communicate with the managed devices using 
Transnaission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol communications. 
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11. The network according to claim 8 whereju-^he management 
station is configured to select a pluralitvx<5f subsequent commands 
responsive to the received initiaj/responses and the subsequent 
commands are configured stimulate subsequent responses from 

respective managed ^^es, to output the subsequent commands for 
application to pe'^ptxtive managed devices, to receive the subsequent 
responses, identify responding ones of the managed devices responsive 
to th^/received subsequent responses, and to provide the subsequently 
identified managed devices within the asset table. 



12. The network according to claim 11 wherein/the received 
initial responses comprise failed responses. 



13. The network according to clajm 8 wherein the management 
station is configured to compare the^^ received initial responses with a 
device table to identify the deyice types of responding ones of the 
managed devices. 



14. The network according to claim 13 wherein the management 
station is configured to apply management commands to respective 
identified managed devices, the applied management commands 
individually correspond to respective device types of the identified 
managed devices. 



MCSI'OOLFOI A2799060909-t6N 



23 



PAT-US\AP-00 



15. A computer program product comprising: / 
computer usable program code configured to cause a^^nfanagement 

station to communicate a plurality of initial commands^o a plurality of 
managed devices of a network; 

computer usable program code ^^onfigured to cause the 
management station to receive a plurality of initial responses from the 
managed devices; X 

computer usable arogram code configured to cause the 
management station to/identify responding ones of the managed devices; 
and / 

computep^ usable program code configured to cause the 
management station to provide the identified ones of managed devices 
in an table. 

16. The product according to claim 15 further comprising 
computer usable data comprising a device table corresponding to the 
managed devices. 
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17. The product according to claim 15 further/comprising 
computer usable program code configured to caustyVic management 
station to select a plurality of subsequent comiilands responsive to the 
received initial responses and the subsefttfent commands are configured 
to stimulate subsequent responses^^wjm respective managed devices, to 
output the subsequent comm^ds for application to respective managed 
devices, to receive the/mB*equent responses, to identify responding ones 
of the managed devices responsive to the received subsequent responses, 
and to proyiac the subsequently identified managed devices within, the 
asset tafole. 



Y 18. The product^^^^^^brding to claim 17 wherein the received 
initial responses cpflfprise failed responses. 

19. The product according to claim 15 further comprising: 
computer usable data including a state transition table including 

a plurality of identifiers: and 

computer usable program code configured to cause the 

management station to compare the received initial responses with the 

identifiers to identify the device types of the respective responding 

managed devices. 
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20. The product according to claim 15 further comprising 
computer usable program code configured to cause the management 
station to apply a plurality of management commands to respective 
identified managed devices, the applied management commands 
individually correspond to respective device types of the identified 
managed devices. 

21, The product according to claim 15 further comprising 
computer usable data including a node table comprising a plurality of 

JO node locations for respective managed devices. 
/; 

12 \J^^ ^ management station, operational method conjprlsing: 

providing a network comprising a pluralitY.^<:rf managed devices; 
N outputting a plurality of initial cpurmands to the managed devices 

15 using a management station }er stimulate initial responses from the 

16 managed devices; 

17 receiving the kfitial responses from the managed devices using the 

18 management staftion; and 

19 identifying the managed devices using the management station 

20 resp^^nsive to the receiving the initial responses. 

21 

22 23. The method according to claim 22 further comprising 

23 providing identified managed devices within an asset table. 

2^ 
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24. The method according to claim 22 further comprising 
executing Simple Network Management Protocol management programs 
using the managed devices and the management station. 

25. The method according to claim 22 wherein the outputting 
and receiving individually comprise outputting and receiving using 
Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol communications. 

26. The method according to claim 22 further copa^ising: 
selecting a plurality of subsequent commands/fesponsive to the 

receiving the initial responses; 

outputting the subsequent commands^ to the managed devices; 

receiving a plurality of subseq^nt responses from the managed 
devices using the managemen|/^^ station following the outputting the 
subsequent commands; 1 

identifying the inanaged devices communicating the subsequent 
responses using the management station responsive to the receiving the 
subsequent re^onses; and 

pm^ding the subsequently identified managed devices within an 
asset/ table. 



/ V I 27. The metho^K according to claim 26 wherein the selecting 
subsequent comma^s is responsive to the receiving the initial responses 
comprising ^iled responses. 
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28. The method accordpg^o claim 22 wherein the identifying 
comprises comparing tjie^eceived initial responses with a device table 
to identify the device types of responding ones of the managed devices. 



29. The method according to claim 28 further comprising 
updating the device table after the receiving. 

30. The method according to claim 22 wherein the identifying 
comprises identifying the device types of the managed devices, and 
further comprising applying a plurality of management commands to the 
identified managed devices individually corresponding to respective device 
types of the identified managed devices. 
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